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BY DALE DENWALT 
Capitol Bureau 
ddenwalt@oklahoman.com 


The second special ses - 
sion that began Monday 
likely will extend into the 
new year, as lawmak- 
ers again try to fix long- 
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Jon Echols, R-Oklahoma 
City, said he has told 
fellow Republicans that 
after working this week, 
they should prepare to 
meet again sometime 
duringthe first two weeks 
of January. The regular 
session begins in Febru- 
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OKC squeaked by 
with a win at home, 
beating Denver 
95-94. 
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day to begin a legislative 
do-over of sorts. 

They were called back 
to the Capitol by Gov. 
Mary Fallin with one 
goal: Appropriate enough 
money to the Oklahoma 
Health Care Author- 
ity so it doesn’t have to 


second special session 
were filed in the Senate. 
One bill would appro- 
priate $32.1 million to 
the Health Care Author- 
ity. The other would 
send $11.8 million to the 
Department of Human 
Services. 
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ecial session likely to last 
into 2018, lawmaker says 


Go to Oklahoman.com to watch a video 


about the first day of the special session 
and how long lawmakers expect it to last. 


money to continue oper- 


the new budget year so 


standing issues with the ary. cut SoonerCare provider If they receive the ations until the end of lawmakers would still 
Oklahoma budget. Both the House and reimbursement rates. money, both agen- April. However, that’s 
House Floor Leader Senate convened Mon- The first two bills ofthe cies would have enough still two months shy of SEE SESSION, 3A 


Inquiry continues into 
deadly train derailment 


Cars from an Amtrak train that derailed lie spilled onto Interstate 5 on Monday, in DuPont, Wash. The derailment killed several people, authorities said. [AP PHOTO] 


At least three killed and 100 injured in early morning derailment south of Seattle 


BY RACHEL LA CORTE, 
GILLIAN FLACCUS AND 
MICHAEL SISAK 

The Associated Press 


DUPONT, WASH. — An 
Amtrak train making the 
first-ever run along a faster 


new route hurtled off an 
overpass south of Seattle on 
Monday and spilled some 
of its cars onto the highway 
below, killing at least three 
people, injuring more than 
100 and crushing two vehi- 
cles, authorities said. 


Attention quickly turned 
to the train’s speed. A web- 
site that maps location 
and speed using data from 
Amtrak’s train tracker app 
showed the train was going 
81.1 mph (129 kph) about a 
quarter of a mile from the 


point where it derailed, 
where the speed limit is sig- 
nificantly lower. 
Seventy-seven passengers 
and seven crew members 
were aboard when the train 
derailed and pulled 13 cars 
off the tracks. Authorities 


said there were three con- 
firmed deaths and more than 
a dozen people with critical 
or serious injuries. 

About two hours after the 
accident, a U.S. official who 
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Musicians killed 
in crash mourned 


BY NATHAN POPPE 
Entertainment Writer 
npoppe@oklahoman.com 


ADA — Two Ada- 
based musicians died 
when their vehicles col- 
lided head-on early Mon- 
day in Seminole County. 

Singer and guitar- 
ist Connor Hicks, 20, and 
musician and Chicka- 
saw Cultural instruc- 
tor Jeremy Wallace, 42, 
were killed in a crash four 
miles south of Bowlegs 
on U.S. 377, according to 
the Oklahoma Highway 
Patrol. 


TODAY’S PRAYER 


O God, with belief in You we can 


bear all things, hope all things 
and endure all things. Amen. 


The patrol reported the 
accident took place on 
a two-lane road shortly 
after midnight when 
Hicks’ vehicle, travel- 
ing south, crossed left of 
center and hit Wallace’s 
vehicle head-on. Both 
drivers were alone. Foggy 
weather conditions were 
mentioned in the report. 

Wallace, a member of 
the Chickasaw and Mis- 
sissippi Choctaw tribes, 
was a popular fixture 
at the Chickasaw Cul- 
tural Center in Sulphur. 
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Chickasha school district 
investigation underway 


BY TIM WILLERT 
Staff Writer 
twillert@oklahoman.com 


CHICKASHA — Three 
department heads are 
among those suspended 
by Chickasha Public 
Schools, which is inves- 
tigating allegations of 
abuse and embezzlement. 

Athletic Director 
Yohance Brown, Assis- 
tant Superintendent 
of Transportation and 
Maintenance Pete Bush, 
administrative assistant 
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Stacy Crutchfield and 
Special Services Director 
Pam Huggins were sus- 
pended Wednesday by 
the district, whose attor- 
ney confirmed the allega- 
tions Friday in a Twitter 
post. 

“Be advised that at this 
stage, the administra- 
tion of Chickasha Public 
Schools is investigat- 
ing Mr. Glass’s clients 
for failure to report child 
abuse of special needs 
students and embezzle- 
ment of taxpayer dol- 
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lars,” Richard O’Carroll 
stated in the post. 

Attorney Woody Glass 
of Norman is represent- 
ing the four employees, 
who were notified by let- 
ter that they would be 
suspended for 10 days 
pending “an independent 
investigation.” 

Attempts to reach Glass 
on Monday for comment 
were unsuccessful. 

Steffie Corcoran, a 


spokeswoman for the 
SEE CHICKASHA, 3A 
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